
Rising Star: Pomerantz's Justin S. Nematzadeh 

Law360 (August 6, 2018, 2:32 PM EDT}-- Integral to achieving a nearly $3 billion settlement with Brazilian oil 
giant Petrobras earlier this year- the fifth-largest class action settlement in U.S. history- Pomerantz LLP's Justin S. 
Nematzadeh has already proven he knows how to secure excellent recoveries for his clients, earning him a spot among five 
class action law practitioners under age 40 honored by Law360 as Rising Stars. 

HIS BIGGEST CASE SO FAR: 

The $2.95 billion recovery from Petrobras over a corruption scandal that sent the prices of its 

securities tumbling isn't just the biggest recovery of Nematzadeh's career, but the largest securities 

class action settlement in a decade. As a key member of the team gearing up for trial, Nematzadeh 

authored pleadings, worked on appellate briefings and deposed four witnesses from Petrobras' 

accounting department - three of whom only spoke Portuguese. 

Nematzadeh said his work deposing non-English speakers harkened back to his previous work in 

antitrust litigation that also involved international investigations. "Every case has its own story," 

Nematzadeh said, and finding that story as it happens across different countries requires an eye for 

nuance. 

"You have to sort of incorporate different lenses in how you review documents and how you depose 

witnesses," he said. "You have to act in certain different ways to suit the customs, whether they be of 

your clients or your adversaries or third-party witnesses." 

WHAT DREW HIM TO SECURITIES CLASS ACTIONS: 

Pomerantz is well-known for its specialty in securities class actions, but Nematzadeh said his 

attraction to the field is born from a passion for finance and commerce. He received a business 

degree prior to going to law school and believes it gave him an aptitude for perusing financial 

statements and identifying a company's core competencies, which, in turn, makes him a strong team 

member in taking on the complexities of securities or antitrust litigation. 

"They're both very cerebral, they're both very thought-provoking, they're both very complicated," 

Nematzadeh said. "You have to really dig deep into documents and deposition testimony to get a 

sense of what happened." 

WHAT MOTIVATES HIM: 

Passions aside, Nematzadeh says his motivation for achieving strong recoveries for investors comes from his personal role as 

an active investor. In a day and age where information proliferates without a filter or authority to control it, Nematzadeh knows 

it can be difficult for an investor to wade through and find the answers they might need. 

By stepping into the shoes of a shareholder, Nematzadeh believes he can help find those answers and translate them into 

successful litigation. 

"It helps me become a more effective advocate because whenever I approach a securities case, I think, 'What would the 

investors liked to have known, what was material, what should they have been told, how could the disclosures have been more 

transparent,"' he said. 

LOOKING FORWARD: 

From a digital economy to digital currency, Nematzadeh says major tide shifts in the world of commerce will bring equally 

massive shifts in the world of securities litigation. He anticipates that through these "exciting times," investors and companies 

alike will have to reckon with a new climate of data security and online privacy that legislation can only begin to tackle. 

That's where litigators like him and his firm will have to come in, Nematzadeh said. 

"Litigation is really where you clarify what the legislation means. Even if there's legislation, it may not cover all the questions that 

people have," he said. "And those questions are often answered through lawsuits, through the judiciary." 

- As told to Dean Seal

Law360's Rising Stars are attorneys under 40 whose legal accomplishments belie their age. A team of Law360 editors selected the 2018 Rising Stars winners 

after reviewing more than 1,200 submissions. This interview has been edited and condensed. 




